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The good, bad and ugly sides of rail debate
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Legco protesters were well behaved

The majority of the media condemned the protesters [outside Legco] opposed to the government's
proposals for the express rail link and blamed them for the violence.

Some lawmakers and officials also criticised the protesters for trying to disrupt social order.
However, I watched live coverage of the protests and I was disappointed by the government and the
media. I think some media reports exaggerated the violence and ignored the unreasonable behaviour of

police.

Most of the time, the protesters sat together in silence or sang. They got their message across in a
peaceful manner. In fact, if anything, I thought they were too passive.

Many of these protesters actually support the building of an express rail link but are against the
government plan in West Kowloon.

They back an option that would be cheaper.

The government did not present a strong enough case for its version and yet urged Legco to approve
it.

Some positive amendments were rejected, which angered the protesters outside Legco.

If the government and the lawmakers who supported it do not improve, we will see larger protests in
the future. The government and media must take a balanced approach to these protests.

The post-80s groups have made full use of the internet to get their message across.

The government must recognise this and take note of the views of the public, which are expressed
online.

Feli Tam Kin-fung, Tsuen Wan
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There is much room for improvement

Following the vote in Legco approving the high-speed rail link, the government should be aware of the
tough economic challenges that lie ahead - and i1t must do a better job than i1t has done up till now.

With increased government spending we could see growth in Hong Kong's gross domestic product.
Whether or not this happens will depend on how the government implements i1ts economic policies.
It must increase demand for Hong Kong labour, goods and services.

This will potentially benefit individual consumption, long-term investments and savings. Price
increases and inflation must be reined in.

To promote social harmony, the government needs to handle the resettlement issues properly. Also,
when 1t comes to available job opportunities, priority must be given to those in need.

The aim should be to promote social harmony and, in the long term, ensure Hong Kong's integration
with the rest of China.

Mohan Datwani, Central
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