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Learn more What is a filibuster (i?f“)?

In this column is a cartoon with background information on acurrent issue designed to help students
to tackle questions in asimilar format in the Liberal Studies exam.Text: Cynthia Wong Illustration:
Tak (FHZTE)

A filibuster is a longspeech made in aparliament to delay a vote.The term comes from aDutch word that
meanspirate (3&¥%). Filibusteringbecame popular in the USin the 1850s.

In the early years ofCongress (ﬁwf‘) ,representatives (57 f1)and senators (2@f1) oftenfilibustered.
Nowadaysrepresentatives aresubjected to restrictions,for the House ofRepresentatives (Hiz[%)has 435
members. In theSenate, which has 100members, unlimiteddebate is allowed. Asenator has the right
tospeak as long asnecessary on any issue.However, in 1917, theSenate adopted a deviceknown as
"cloture" thatallowed it to end a debatewith a two-thirds majorityvote.

Reference:

The United States Senate

B ackground

On January 16 the Finance Committee of the Legislative Council(Z ¥ ¢[13%55 Fi¥) approved the
government's application forHK$66.9 billion it needs to build the Guangzhou- Shenzhen HongKong Express

Rail Link (F5<H Al .

On January 13 thirty-three pro-establishmentarian legislatorssigned a letter to Finance Committee
chairperson Emily LauWai-hing (Eiiffﬁé L) that said 30 more hours-six onJanuary 15 (Friday),
twelve on January 16 (Saturday) and ano hertwelve on January 17 (Sunday)-would be needed for
debatebefore the government's application could be put to the vote. Theyaccused pan-democratic
legislators of filibustering (E?T“) andrepeatedly asking irrelevant questions.

Emily Lau decided to have twelve more hours of debate, sayingshe wanted the vote (twice delayed) to
take place on January 16.She asked that lawmakers file written questions (F[plﬁﬂﬁg) andsaid she would
throw out irrelevant questions.

Questions

1. What message does the above cartoon (which is aboutfilibustering) convey?

2. What effects filibustering may have?

3. Do you consider Emily Lau's decision sensible? Explain youranswer.

Keywords

statutory procedurey AL

agenda FHAH

pressure By
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Learn more What 1s a filibuster (?“fﬂj)‘)

ot In this column is a cartoon with background information on a
icvonany current issue desi_gned to help students to tackle questions in a
similar formatin the Liberal Studies exam.

0earn more

Whatis a
filibuster (3i75)?

A filibusteris along
speech made ina
parliament to delay a vote.
The term comes from a
Dutch word that means
pirate (#E ). Fililbustering
became popular in the US
inthe 1850s.

Inithe early years of
Congress ([ ),
representatives (2 i i)
and senators (£ i /) often
fililbusterad. Nowadays
representatives are
subjected to restrictions,
for the House of
Representatives (i i)
has 436 members. In the
Senate, which has 100
members, unlimited
dabate is allowed. A
senator has the right to
speak as long as
NECcEessary on any issue.
However, in 1917, the
Senate adopted a device
known as ‘clotura” that
alloyved it to end a debate
with a two-thirds majority

“vote.
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Text: Cynthia Wong I1lustration: Tak (#§888)

Are the

Hey! This ©s NOT |
meatballs 1

@ackground

On January 16 the Finance Committee of the Legislative Council
(3755 @l 15 45 W @) approved the government's application for
HKS$66.9 billion it needs to build the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong
Kong Express Rail Link (55 A & i S Es).

On January 13 thirty-three pro-establishmentarian legislators
signed a letter to Finance Committee chairperson Emily Lau
Wai-hing ({45 & == /% ¥ 3 #) that said 30 more hours — sixon
January 15 (Friday), twelve on January 16 (Saturday) and another
twelve on January 17 (Sunday) — would be needed for debate
before the government's application could be putto the vote. They
accused pan-democratic legislators of filibustering Hie#5) and
repeatedly asking irrelevant questions.

Emily Lau decided to have twalve more hours of debate, saying
she wanted the vote (twice delayed) to take place on January 16.
She asked that lawmakars file written questions.( & i M E8) and
said she would throw outirrelevant questions.

Questions

1. What message does the above cartoon (which is abnut
filibustering) convey?

2. What effects filibustaring may haua?

3. Do you consider Emily Lau's decision sensibla? Explain your
answer.
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